
A THANKSGIVING PRAYER…..Scott Weseman

Lord So Often Times…….

Lord, so often times, as any other day
When we sit down to our meal and pray

We hurry along and make fast the blessing
Thanks, amen.  Now please pass the dressing

We're slaves to the olfactory overload
We must rush our prayer before the food gets cold

But Lord I'd like to take a few minutes more
To really give thanks to what I'm thankful for

For my family, me health, a nice soft bed
My friends, my freedom, a roof over my head

I'm thankful right now to be surrounded by those 
Whose lives touch me more than they'll ever possibly know  

Thankful Lord, that You've Blessed me beyond measure
Thankful that in my heart lives life's greatest treasure 

That You, dear Jesus, reside in that place
And I'm ever so grateful for Your unending grace

So please, heavenly Father, bless this food You've  provided
And bless each and every person invited.   Amen.
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NOVEMBER WORSHIP

Adult Education 

• The weekly lectionary Bible Study meets Tuesdays 7:30 P.M. 

• Sundays, 9:00 A.M. we will focus on the biblical, theological, and spiritual underpinnings of AN 
ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE. 

• The monthly Horizons Bible Study on Joshua meets Wednesday, Nov. 18, 7:00-8:30 PM

All are welcome to any and all opportunities

LOOKING AHEAD 
We will have MOMS MEET a brief fellowship and study time for mothers of young children: 
9:00-9:45 AM on the Sundays of Dec. 6, Jan. 3, Feb. 7, March 7. We hope this will give our busiest 
people, our young mothers a chance to get to know one another and find some inspiration for their very 
full days. Babysitting and breakfast provided, for both children and Moms.   Sponsored by Valley Dea-
cons.

November Services Summary
Sunday November, 1st
Communion Sunday and All Saints Day Observed
• After postlude any/all invited to prayer in the 

Memorial Garden 

Scripture lessons: Selected Scripture phrases 
Stewardship/Commitment.   

Sermon, “A Grateful Heart”
Anthem:"Who Shall Ascend?" (from Psalm 24) 

Hank Beebe 

Sunday November, 22nd Christ the King Sunday
Thanksgiving observed at Valley. 
• Brief Congregational Meeting after church to 

hear the report of Valley's nominating 
committee

Scripture lessons: 2 Sam. 23:1-7, Rev. 14b-8     
Sermon, “Sunrise”
Anthem:“A Carol of Thanksgiving" Lloyd Pfautsch

Sunday November, 8th Commitment Sunday
Scripture lessons: Psalm 127 Mark 12:38-44   
Sermon, “Two Copper Coins”
Anthem: “Eternal Is Thy Power" Jean Berger

Sunday November, 29th First Sunday in Advent
Scripture lessons:  
Sermon, 
Anthem: “Candles and Carols” Part 1, “Light of Hope” 

by Mark Hayes and Pamela Martin
Sunday November, 15th 
Scripture lessons: 1 Sam. 1: 4-20

Hebrews 10:11-14 
Sermon, “Hannah, Hallelujah!”
Anthem: “We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight" 

Michael D. Costello



STEWARDSHIP

“The goal of Christian Stewardship is the faithful management of all God gives so that God can use 
our gifts to transform us spiritually and extend Christ’s love to others.” -Herb Miller 

By now, everyone should have received a few postcards from Valley, reminding us of things we 
already knew. A little reinforcement never hurt anyone! Thinking about God’s love for us and His 
desire to communicate with us through prayer can be beneficial as we consider our stewardship 
response to Him for the coming year. 

The theme for this year’s stewardship focus 

BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING 

invites us to consider that whatever we return to God, we give it from what He entrusted to us in 
the first place. The blessings we receive are meant to be shared, whether they relate to money, time, 
skills or talents. 

On November 1st, Communion Sunday, Pastor Ann Beams will preach on the principle of Christian 
stewardship. What better time to think about the ways in which we will share God’s blessings than 
as we commemorate the greatest gift of all – the gift of salvation which is ours through the birth, 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

During the following week, we will be invited to prayerfully consider our level of support for 2010. 
As you decide on the amount of money to commit to God through the ministry of Valley next year, 
you might care to consider proportional giving. Here is a table reflecting that concept. Proportional 
giving has been a blessing to many people.

 

On November 7th small group home dinners will be held. These informal gatherings around a 
shared meal provide a delightful opportunity to enjoy each other’s company. Contact Pam Harmata 
(203.364.1083, mharmata@charter.net) if you haven’t already signed up. There’s always room for a 
few more places at table. 

Finally, during worship on Sunday November 8th the congregation’s individual or family commit-
ments for 2010 will be received and dedicated. 

Pam Harmata & Judy Sargent, 2010 Stewardship Team 

ANNUAL 
INCOME

3% PER 
WEEK/YEAR 

4% PER 
WEEK/YEAR

5% PER 
WEEK/YEAR

8% PER 
WEEK/YEAR

10% PER 
WEEK/YEAR

$5,000 $2.90/150 $3.85/200 $4.80/250 $7.70/400 $9.60/500 

10,000 5.75/300 7.70/400 9.60/500 15.40/800 19.25/1,000 

25,000 14.40/750 19.25/1,000 24.05/1,250 38.45/2,000 48.10/2,500 

50,000 28.85/1,500 38.45/2,000 48.10/2,500 76.90/4,000 96.15/5,000 



MISSION-NOVEMBER, 2009

The name of "our lamb" is Morning Glory.  Thank you for the wonderful response to voting with 
food and $$.  The $$ will be used to provide a Thanksgiving "basket" to  Brookfield Social Ser-
vices.  Half of the food collection will be taken to the Methodist Church in New Milford to help 
replenish its shelves and half will be taken to Newtown's food pantry.

Your response to the Mini Global Marketplace exceeded expectations.  You purchased items 
amounting to a little over $1,200.00 from the four organizations and made life easier for women 
and children in Malawi, Kenya, Thailand and Pakistan!  Also, $100.00 was contributed to "Wells 
for Malawi".

The soccer items and backpacks were mailed to Haiti recently also and several contributions 
are being sent to various area organizations, including one to the "Bloom where you are 
planted" program at Rogers Park which Nancy Munn is coordinating.

Of particular concern now is the opening of the Interfaith Overflow Shelter at the Congrega-
tional Church of Danbury (on Deer Hill Avenue, across from City Hall). Dan Cunningham is our 
coordinator.  We have three men who have volunteered this year. The Shelter usually starts 
around November 15th and opens nightly when the temperature is 40 degrees at 6 p.m.  If the 
volunteer situation stays the same this year, Valley will be called upon to help staff part of a 
week about once every six weeks. The Shelter usually closes the end of March or first part of 
April depending on the weather. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Dan. (The 
first time you are scheduled, you will have one of the other volunteers stay with you.)

The needs continue to be great but if we all do a little, it will make a difference.

Judy Cunningham
Mission Chair

Dear Parents, 

Children and youth grades 1-senior high are invited to join the Youth 
Music Ensemble for its special performance during the worship service on 
Sunday, December 20. The group will practice on November 22, 29, December 
13 at 11:15 AM and December 19 at 7:00 PM. Please note that you must commit 
to at least three rehearsals in order to participate. For more information, please 
contact Max Vladimiroff at (203) 546-8200 or vladimiroff@charter.net.



Dear Valley: 

Thank you so much for the donation towards the "Bloom Where You Are Planted" 
crocus project at Rogers Park Middle School. The reception from the kids and 
staff was fantastic. It will be great seeing what they accomplish in school, in 
their community, and with each individual before their 1200 crocuses bloom in 
March. You are such a blessing to many. Love, Nancy Munn 

FINANCE

October brought some pleasant surprises to Valley on the financial front. We received a generous, anonymous 
donation to the building fund to help pay for the new heating system. The music fund received several gifts to 
celebrate and honor the 60th wedding anniversary of the Martins, and a former member made another gift to 
Valley which has been added to our undesignated reserve fund for future use. How fortunate we are to have such 
generosity among our members and friends.

Our stewardship campaign is under way, thanks to the creative team of Judy Sargent and Pam Harmata. Thanks 
to both of them for their hard work on behalf of all of us, enabling Valley to continue and expand our ministry 
and mission.

As you reflect on making your stewardship commitment for next year, you might want to consider donating 
appreciated stock to Valley. (With the improved market, you might actually have a stock that is worth more than 
you paid for it.) The procedure is simple, and there are tax benefits to the donor. Please contact me for the details, 
if this is an option for you.

With the Thanksgiving holiday almost upon us, we have much to be thankful for at our 'special' church. Peace 
and blessings to you all.

Jeff Henriques, Treasurer

September Financial Report
Current Month  Year-to-Date

Operating Income 13041    157799
Operating Expenses 19599 148872
Net Operating –6558 8927
Designated Income 1343       37685
Designated Expenses 8208       27347
Net Designated –6865        10338



Deacons' Doings, by Mark Beams
The highlight of the month for the Deacons was the Deacons' Dinner on October 3 at the 
church.  More than fifty people came to enjoy dinner, entertainment, and fellowship with an 
international flavor.  We sampled food from the Ukraine, Hungary, Scotland, Sweden, Denmark, 
Germany, and France.  The Valley Men's Singers offered music from Wales, Scotland, Spain, 
and Georgia (not the Georgia with Atlanta, Gone With the Wind, and 'ya'll', the other one).  
Bonnie and Chris Aher entertained us with Viennese waltzes and folk music.  All-in-all a 
wonderful evening!
The Deacons also discussed ways of involving perhaps the busiest of our members, young 
mothers, in fellowship and Bible Study with a possible Bible Study group to meet monthly 
before church with baby-sitting and a simple breakfast….more to follow. 
The deacons gave a wedding gift to Clare Beams and Finn Calabro…a contribution to the 
American Cancer Society, which was on their list of wedding requests!

Session notes for November newsletter
     At our October Session meeting, we were informed by Treasurer, Jeff Henriques, that we are 
“still in the black" and "better than okay."  This continues to characterize all aspects of our life 
at Valley.  Jeff reminded us that the process of budgeting for the 2010 year will begin shortly.  
Committees will be asked to provide input.  As I write this, the Stewardship Campaign is well 
underway and all are enjoying the "surprises" that we are regularly finding in our mailboxes.   
The program year is in full swing and we are happy that Ann has been able to resume her full 
schedule following weeks of treatment and recovery.  We extend our congratulations to Clare 
and Finn, and to Ann and Mark as well as they settle into their new roles as parents-in-law.  
     Plans for next summer's Youth Work Camp on Walpole Island (near Detroit) are well 
underway.  Parents of our youth can expect to hear from Lori Peck, who is again coordinating 
the trip, about how they can provide support and help to prepare those who are planning to 
attend.  The support of all (whether we are parents of those attending or not) will be necessary 
to help this be a success.
     Session members expressed their appreciation for contributions of a new freezer and a 
bench for our Memorial Garden compliments of the David McGuire Memorial Fund.  Helen 
Parks McGuire reminded us of David's love for food and fellowship and thus the 
appropriateness of these gifts.  
     Dan Cunningham submitted a Commissioner's Report which included highlights of the 
September Presbytery Meeting.  It was noted that Valley member Steve Pierson was elected to 
the Church Development Committee and Ann Thomas as a Synod Commissioner.  We continue 
to be grateful for the contributions of a number of our members to the broader Church. 
     In November, there will be a joint meeting of Session and Deacons.  This will be an 
opportunity to discuss the state of Valley, including its leadership, and should prove to be a 
productive evening.  
 
Respectfully submitted,
Cheryl Freeston, Clerk of Session    



Christian Education

The ‘Child protection workshop’ that is mandatory for all adults who work with children of the church is being 
offered by Bill Thomas on Oct 25th and Nov 1, 2009 after service.  Thanks to all those who have attended the 
first workshop.  If you have not done so already, please attend the next workshop.  If child care is needed, please 
let Rev. Beams know.  Background checks are also being performed on new volunteers and those whose checks 
are two years old. 

There will be Sunday school on Nov 8, 15, 22 and 29. 

Thanks to the teachers for setting up and taking down their classrooms.  Please remember to store everything, 
behind the curtain, in the nursery alcove. 

Ann Thomas & Margaret Das; Co-Chairs
Christian Education Committee
Oct, 2009..

YOUTH   in grades 7-12 are invited to go ice skating and the Danbury Ice Arena 
Sunday, November 15th.  We’ll leave Valley at 1:45 PM and return about 5:00 PM.   

The Brookfield Ecumenical Thanksgiving service will be held on 
Wednesday evening, November 25th, at 7:00 PM 

at the Newbury Congregational Church on Rte 133.

Max Vladimiroff  will premier his composition as part of the Danbury Concert Chorus, featuring 
the world premiere of Walden. A choral cycle based on the texts of Thoreau's journals on 

Saturday, November 14th at 8 P.M
at Saint James Episcopal Church, 25 West Street, Danbury.  Concert is free and open to the public. 



"HORIZONS BIBLE STUDY

JOSHUA: A JOURNEY OF FAITH

Lesson Three, Joshua:3-5, Entry Into the Land

The religious traditions and acts of worship recounted in the story of the 
Israelites entry into the land of Canaan reflect the their history and 
serve to guide and equip them for their continuing journey with God.
Think about the religious traditions you cherish, in your home or in your 
church. Why are these traditions important to you? How have they helped 
you to become who you are? Is there a prayer, or a Bible verse, or a hymn 
that is very special to you?
Join us on November 18th from 7-8:30 PM
As we explore our journey of faith.
Everyone is welcome; no previous Bible Study experience is necessary!"

VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

VPW’S ANGEL SHARING TREE WILL GO “UP” ON NOVEMBER 29TH. 
It is our one yearly hands-on mission initiative. We have two 
families so far.  If you know of a family that could use some 
help this Christmas, please speak with me.  Details are:  we 
provide three items per person with each item having a value of 
no more than $50.00.  In order for me to prepare the envelopes 
and keep accurate records, please contact me with family 
information before November 15th.  If you have questions, please 
feel free to call, e-mail or speak to me on Sunday morning.

The Angel Sharing Tree gifts should be brought back to church by 
December 13th.  This allows sufficient time for the organization, or person , to 
make arrangements for deliveries.

The Presbyterian Church has a program called “Enough for Everyone” which 
contains ideas for an alternative Thanksgiving and reclaiming Advent and 
Christmas.  The website is: www.pcusa.org/justliving.  The Thanksgiving pam-
phlet talks about enacting our faith at the table and engaging in Christian 
hospitality by welcoming strangers and providing for those in need. The 
Advent/Christmas one is to help celebrate the birth of Christ in more meaning-
ful ways than mainstream culture provides.

Judy Cunningham
for the Coordinating Team



Bits and Pieces

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY’S

5 Joan deMoraes
Mike Downs

14 Pam Pezzino
16 Kim Lickiss

Taylor Phillips
21 Georgiann Sutor

22 Margaret Franks
Margaret Mukwaya
Drew Zuvanich

26 Judy Sargent
27 Kylie Hult

December/January
Newsletter

November 22nd
EMAIL ARTICLES TO:

gerryatvalley@charter.net

NOTE:
Beginning in January, the Newsletter 
Deadline will be on a Saturday.

BOOK GROUP
The Book Group next meets on Tuesday, 
Nov. 10th, at 10:00A.M. 
All are invited to attend! We'll be discussing 
Gift From the Sea, by Anne Morrow Lindberg.  

All welcome! 

SAVE THIS DATE!
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH WILL BE THE FALL CLEAN UP DATE.....

RAIN DATE NOVEMBER 14TH

GREENING OF THE CHURCH  begins at 
noon on Saturday, December 5th, lunch 
provided.

Daylight saving time ends at 2 a.m., local time, 
on Sunday, November 1. 



Valley Presbyterian Church
21 West Whisconier Road
Brookfield, CT 06804

VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

21 West Whisconier Road
Brookfield, CT 06804
Telephone: 775-2624

Minister: the Rev. Ann M. Beams
Choir Director/Organist: Max Vladimiroff

WORSHIP SERVICES
SUNDAY, 10:00 A.M.

ADULT STUDY, 9:00 A.M.
 and

CHURCH SCHOOL PROVIDED
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